The abſolute Neceſſity of unfeigned Repentance and 
Humiliation, in order to ſecure the divine Favour 


and Protettion, and to prevent a ſinful Nation from 
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Being the Subſtance of 


TWO DISCOURSES 


Frakes at the 


SUNDAY-MORNING LECTURE 


IN THE 
Pariſh Church of St. GIL = 8's, Cripplegate ; 


And afterwards in 


CurisT-Cuurcn, Meugate- Street, 
On February the 13th, 1761, 


The Day appointed by Proclamation for a general Faſt and 
Humiliation before Almighty Ged, to be obſerved in the 
moſt devout and ſolemn Manner, by offering up our Suppli- 
cations to the Divine Majeſty ; 

For obtaining Pardon of our Sins, and for averting thoſe heavy 
Judgments, which our manifold Provocations have moſt juſtly 
deſerved, and imploring God's Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance on the 
Arms of his Majeſty, and for reſtoring and perpetuating Peace 
and Proſperity to himſelf, and to his Kingdoms, 


To which are added, 


Conſiderations on the Miſchiefs and Miſeries that are occaſioned 
by our unreaſonable Diviſions, and violently contending a- 
bout uſeleſs Speculations, and unprofitable Doctrines. 


_— 


By the Rev. Mr. THOMAS SMITH, 


Preacher of the ſaid Morning Lecture, and likewiſe of the 
Thur/day Afternoon, in the ſame Church. 
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Hos EA X. 12. 


Sow to yourſelves in righteouſneſs, reap in mercy, 
break up your fall ground. For it is times 
to feek the Lord, until he come and rain rigb- 
teouſneſs among you. 


225 0 D who is the ſole moral gover- 
8 85 2 
>| reſerver of all intelligent beings, 
has an abſolute dominion over all 
nations, and ſufficient authority to exalt or de- 
preſs whatſoever kingdoms he pleaſes, without 
rendering any account of his proceedings, or 
previouſly acquainting us with his intentions. 
Accordingly, God by virtue of his indiſputable 
right, and by the rules of unerring wiſdom, 
and perfect goodneſs, diſtinguiſhed the Hebrew 


nation by ſignal marks of kindneſs and ſpecial 


ſpiritual privileges above all others, not from 
any partial regard to that nation, or becauſe the 
Hebrews were more deſerving of his favours. 


Should any be ſo weak as to imagine, that be- 
cauſe God choſe the people of Ijraet, and form- 


ed them into a ſeparate community, he there- 


by ſo confined his mercies to them, as wholly 


A 2 to 


i I nor of the world, and the conſtant 
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to neglect the care of other nations, they will 
greatly injure the attributes of God, and not 
only reflect upon the methods, and diſpenſati- 
ons of his providence, but alſo contradict the 
tenor of divine revelation, which expreſſſy de- 
clares, that God in all his dealings, acts by the 
rules of righteouſneſs, and is no reſpecter of 
Perſons. It is evident then to every unpreju- 
diced mind, and candid enquirer after truth, 


that God's chief deſign in ſelecting the Jjrael- 


ites, and guarding this people by an extraordi- 


nary providence, was to inſpire them with the 
love of virtue, that they might be inſtrumen- 
tal in proclaiming divine goodneſs, and diſ- 
playing his wonderful works among the chil- 
dren of men, at ſuch periods of time, and un- 
der ſuch circumſtances, as would beſt intro- 
duce true religion into the world, and extend 
its bright rays to the darkeſt and remoteſt parts 
of the globe. Did men but impartially peruſe 
the ſacred hiſtory, where theſe facts are appa- 
rently recorded, they would be thoroughly 
convinced, that the privileges of the Maclitiſb 
government, and the eſtabliſhing of this bene- 
volent ſcheme, was not principally inſtituted 
for their ſakes, but originally intended for the 
univerſal benefit of mankind, that rational be- 
ings might be turned from their abominations, 
and from the worſhip of falſe deities, to wor- 
ſhip and ſerye the one true and everlaſting God. 

To expedite the extenſive views of this plan, 
and to animate the Mraelites to proceed in 
the proſecution thereof, the Almighty aſſures 
them of his paternal affection, and beſtows 

a upon 


15) 

1 his choſen, the indearing appellation of 
children, and ſo nearly concerns himſelf for their 
intereſt, that in compariſon of them, he deno- 
minates all other ſtrangers to him, and aliens to 
the commonwealth of Mael. Nay, ſo great was 
divine goodneſs to this people, that when they 
were in the utmoſt danger, and ſo ſurrounded 
on all ſides with the immediate appearance 
of deſtruction, that no human help could pro- 
cure their deliverance, nor any arm but that of 
omnipotence, defend and preſerve them; the 
Almighty beholding their diſtreſs, compaſſion- 
ately interpoſed in their behalf, by miraculouſly 
opening a paſſage through the ſea, and drown- 
ing the Egyprian army in the great deep, whilſt 
he cauſed his choſen to march in triumph, and 
joyfully to ſing the praiſes of their immortal 
and omnipotent deliverer. But notwithſtand- 
ing God's preſerving them in the wilderneſs by 
deſtroying their implacable enemies, feeding 
his elect with manna from heaven, and load- 
ing them with — of all kinds, yet, this 

diſſatisfied people ſo {lighted his favours, and 
ſo diſregarded the rock of their ſalvation, that 
they forfeited their relation to God as children, 
and became obnoxious to his incenſed diſplea- 
ſure. Upon due reflection, it might reaſona- 
bly have been preſumed, that perſons ſo re- 


markably protected by providence, and ſo ge- 


nerouſly provided with the bounties of heaven, 
muſt have been ſo zealous for God's honour, 
that inſtead of ſwerving from their allegiance, 
and refuſing ſubmiſſion to God's authority, 
they would upon all proper occaſions, not. only 


have 
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have vigorouſly exerted their faculties in for- 


warding their own ſalvation, and the ſalvation 
of their neighbours, but alſo have employed 
thoſe powers, in bringing diſtant nations to the 


knowledge of God, and the conſtant exerciſe 
of unchangeable goodneſs. Well- founded as 
this preſumption really is, the fact has proved 
quite otherwiſe, and the Jews are ſo far from 
promulgating the divine wiſdom, and reveren- 
tially adoring God's glorious majeſty, that they 
molt ſeditiouſly revolted from him, and tranſ- 
ferred that worſhip to the creature, which only 
belongs to the Creator, who is God over all, 
bleffed for evermore. The prophets obſerving 
their degeneracy, and commiſerating their 
wretchedneſs, moſt paſſionately addreſſed them- 
ſelves to this people, and exhorted the Hebrews 
to a ſpeedy repentance, as being the only rati- 
onal ground of hope, and the likelieſt expedi- 
ent to prevent their preſent ruin, and future 
deſtruction. But they were ſo hardened in 
their iniquities, that no entreaties would change 
their inflexible diſpoſitions, nor the moſt pa- 
thetical language make any impreſſion upon 
them, or ſo much as ſoften their obdurate 
hearts. For by mingling with the idolatrous 


nations, and giving heedto their falſe prophets, 


the Hebrews were ſo unfaithful in God's ſer- 
vice, ſo treacherous to their all-powerful pre- 
ferver, and for ever adorable benefactor, that 
the Almighty withdrew: his - bleſſings from 
them, and no longer continued their defender, 
but delivered them up to the will of their ene- 
mies, and executed thoſe judgments W 

em, 


(7) 

| chem, which he had denounced: by his Holy: 
prophets. So that this gainſaying people, whom 
neither mercies could reform, nor judgments 
reclaim, feel the terrible effects of God's anger, 
are now the living monuments of God's wrath, 
and memorable examples of his avenging 
juſtice. Jeruſalem which was once the glory 
of the earth, and renowned 88 the 
world, was totally deſtroyed by the Romans; 

its ſtately edifices and magnificent buildings, 
were intirely conſumed, and the whole coun- 
try involved in one dreadful calamity. Were 
the principal ends of providential diſpenſations 
conſidered, and weighed in the divine balances 
of the ſanctuary, unleſs we imagine ourſelves 
more righteous than others, we cannot reaſon- 
ably ſup ppoſe, that God will deal more favour- 
ably with us, if we continue in rebellion againſt 
him, than he did with his once beloved, and 
antient people the Jews. Becauſe men muſt 
be blinded beyond imagination, or entertain the 
groſſeſt conceptions of the deity, and moſt un- 
worthy notions of the divine nature and perfec- 
tions, or it would be impoſſible to conceive that 
God will countenance impenitent offenders, or 
encourage ſuch as continue in enormous practi- 
ces. For God is of too pure and ſpotleſs a na- 
ture to have any communication with them, 
who are overſpread with the leproſy of ſin, 
and have rendered themſelves vile in his 
fight. Would we candidly examine our own 
vices, and the various kinds of our national of- 
fences, we ſhould ſoon diſcover their malig- 


nancy, 
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1 
nancy, and be made ingenuouſly to confeſs, 
that inſtead of having reaſon to hope our cha- 
ſtiſements will be ſuſpended, we have much 
greater reaſon to fear, and to be under more 
terrible apprehenſions, that vengeance will 
quickly overtake us, and that our judgments 
will vaſtly exceed the Mraelites. Vengeance is 
mine, faith the Lord, and I will repay it, the 
Lord will judge his people. Theſe conſidera- 
tions ſhould induce us to alter our conduct, and 
to walk more circumſpectly for the future, leſt 
the Lord ſhould appear in terrible majeſty, and 
fill us with he deadly wine of terror and afto- 
niſhment. , they to ⁊chom pertained the a- 
doption, and the giving of the law, the co- 
wvenants of God, and the promiſes, could fit 
away all thoſe glorzous privileges, what ſecu- 
rity can we have that abuſing the ſame fa- 
vours, and deſpiſing the ſame mercies, we 
ſhall not be reſponſible for our enormities, and 
ſeverely ſmart under the divine correction. St. 
Paul's inference is ſo juſt, that it will not ad- 
mit of any diſpute. F God ſpare not the na- 
tural branches, take heed left he alſo ſpare 
not you, therefore be not high-minded, but fear, 
or we by delaying the work of repentance, 
may finiſh a ſinful courſe in final perdition. 
For if they died without mercy, who deſpiſed 
Moſes's law, of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall 
we be thought worthy, who tread under foot the 
Son of God, and count the blood of the covenant 
wherewith Wwe ſhould have been ſanctifed, an 
wnholy thing, and do deſptte to the ſpirit of 
grace. 


The 


. 

The more effectually to awaken your atten- 

tion, and rouſe you out of the lethargy of ſin, 
I ſhall lay before you ſome ot the moſt reproach- 

ful and prevailing vices of the age, that by ſeeing 
them in their frightful colours, and by being ac- 
quainted with their evil conſequences, we may 
be brought inwardly to deteſt them, and to have 
thoſe vices in the utmoſt abhorrence. God has 


long tried us with mercies, and viſited us with 
judgments, and though we are not brought to 
repentance, yet he graciouſly continues his mer- 
| Cciful indulgences, in : fufphing us with all kinds 
of bleſſings, in giving us the former and the 
latter rain in due ſeaſon, and filling our hearts 
with fecd and gladneſs, but we contumeliouſly 
pervert thoſe mercies, and ungratefully treat 
the bleſſed author. Notwithſtanding the re- 
fractorineſs of our hearts, and the irreclaim- 
ableneſs of our lives, our divine benefactor 
is of ſo compaſſionate a nature, and fo deſi- 
rous of overcoming our h by the 
melting charms of kindneſs, and the engag- 
ing motives of love, that we abound in plenty 
of all things, and heaven deals fo generouſl 
by us, that we are wholly unacquainted with 
ſcarcity, and utter ſtrangers to any prefling ca- 
lamity. Theſe are ſuch inſtances of divine 
munificence, and that tender regard providence 
has for our welfare, that even in the moſt e- 
minent dangers, and when war roars terribly 
round about us, and other, great and opulent 
cities are laid in aſhes, and the poor diſtreſſed 
inhabitants put to the ſword, we are preſerved 
from theſe deſolating evils, and enjoy every 
pion B bleſſing 


10 
bleſſing without interruption, that tends to make 
us happy in this world, and exalt and prepare us 
forglory and happineſs in the next. Vet how few 
of us acknowledge God's goodneſs, or the 
hand of providence in any of thoſe things, or 
from a deep ſenſe of theſe mercies, and our 
obligations to the ſupreme director, ſay, let us 
now turn from our wicked devices, and ſtea- 
dily walk in the fear of the Lord. Neither 
has his judgments changed our manners, or 
brought us to a better mind, but we audaci- 
ouſly deride his puniſhments, and ſtill con- 
tinue as licentious as ever. The prelcriptions 
of right reaſon are wilfully violated, and 
men are governed by brutiſh defires ; they 
have loſt the ingenuous baſhfulneſs of nature, 
and are fo deceived by their falſe principles, 
that theſe miſerably deluded creatures, artifici- 
ally gloſs over their fouleſt deformities, and 
reproachfully juſtify their groſſeſt vices. And 
notwithſtanding they are ſurrounded with the 
Heavenly light, and the bright beams of God's 
glorious goſpel, the bleſſed means of everlaſt- 
1ng falvation, men are as impure and impeni- 
tent as thoſe in pagan darkneſs. For though 
they proſeſs the illuſtrious name of Jeſus, yet 
do theſe hypocritical protenders to religion, 
"moſt ſacriligiouſſy of . blaſphemouſly.- abuſe 


their profeſſion. Godlineſs, which is in itſelf 
the chiefeſt glory of our intelligent natures, 
and the brighteſt ornament of our immortal 

| ſouls, is often made a pretence for the blackeſt 
villanies, and the name of the moſt high in- 
troduced to ſerve the vileſt purpoſes, and to 
ED cover 
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cover the blackeſt deſigns. When men cannot 
oppreſs ſecurely, or imagine themſelves in any 
danger of being betrayed, what falſe colours do 
they put on, and various cunning devices form, 
to give a fair countenance to their deceitful ac- 
tions, and to conceal their horrid diſſimulati- 
ons. Whoever maturely conſiders theſe things, 
and revolves the evil conſequences of them in 
his mind, cannot truly ſay we need not be un- 
der any terrifying apprehenſions, or that we 
have no reaſon to dread God's angry viſitations, 
ſince we are guilty of the moſt flagrant vices, 
and hourly expoſed to the moſt alluring 
temptations. Nay, vice is grown ſo very pre- 
dominant, and the town is 1o infeſted by lewd 
women, that our ſtreets are crowded with 
common proſtitutes, who continually watch 
every opportunity, to ſeduce unwary innocent 
creatures, into thoſe dens of lewdneſs, that they 
may inſtru them in, and inure them to, the 
foul and filthy practices of debauchery, till 
they become intirely deveſted of ſhame and 
modeſty, and are thoroughly hardened in their 
iniquities. By being thus ignominiouſly en- 
gaged, and profuſely ſupplied with intoxicating 
liquors, the fumes of which noxious draughts, 
and other wicked arts, the procureis employs, 
to ſtifle the gauling reproofs of conſcience, and 
to filence the clamours of a guilty mind, that 
ſhe may render them fit for her lewd and diabo- 
lical purpoſes. Surely, none can reflect on theſe 
things without horror, or without diſcovering 
the keeneſt indignation againſt them, but more 


_ eſpecially we that are parents, leſt any of our 
11515 8 own 


for ever deprived of that ſatisfaction, which arifes 


2) 

own offspring ſhould be decoyed into thefe 
brothels of uncleanneſs, and there fo taught to 
extinguiſh natural affections, as to live without 
any concern for the miſeries, and agonies of the 


parents. For whilſt under theſe infernal in- 


ſtructors, the miſerable creature ſpends its time 
in revelling, and the tender mother's cheeks are 
bathing with her tears, and the father is bewail- 


ing the loſs of his child; the child whom they 


inſtructed with the utmoſt care and tenderneſs, 


and from whom they expected many happy 


days, is by the inſtigation of thoſe debauched 


wretches, likely to cauſe them continual grief 
of heart, and to bring their grey hairs with ſor- 
row to the grave. 

As for conjugal affections, they are moft 
ſhamefully diſregarded, and the ſacred ordinance 
of marriage is frequently violated, and mot ſa- 
tyrically expoſed. By means of which egregious 
breach, and ludicroufly treating this holy inſti- 
tution, adultery, although repugnant to the in- 
violable laws of chaſtity, and expreſſly forbidden 
by God himſelf, is become ſo very faſhionable, 
that the adulterer commits the horrid deed, 
without remorſe, or fear of puniſhment, and is ſo 
far from being aſhamed of his criminal conver- 
ſation, that he endeavours to extenuate its tur- 
pitude, and even to boaſt of the horrid fact in 


impertinent daſhes of obſcenity, and in the moſt 


fulſome language. So that all the comforts of 
marriage, and the joys which reſult from this ſa- 
cred ſource, are wholly loſt in fearful apprehenſi- 
ons and perpetual evil furmiſes. The huſband is 


from 
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from the wife's affectionate fidelity, preſuming 
not only on her being faithful to his bed, but in 
being alſo the companion of his life, and the 
ſharer in all his fortunes. In the room of which 
bleſſings, ſucceed the moſt painful, and the moſt 
tormenting paſſions. The woman by the vio- 
lation of this facred compact, and neglecting 
to obſerve its folemn injunctions, commonly 
pays dear for her treachery, by involving her- 
{elf and her ſpurious offspring in the utmoſt 
_ extremity and diſtreſs. For the huſband be- 
comes cold, and utterly averſe to her, and ſhe 
(if ever ſenſible of the grievous offence) fear- 
ing his further reſentment, has her mind crowd- 
ed with anxious thoughts, and her breaſts ſo 
filled with horror, that all her meaſures are 
diſconcerted, and all her affairs totally disjoint- 
ed. In this ſtate of confuſion and diſtraction, 
helpleſs infants are neglected, and innocent 
children left unprovided for, generally ſpeak- 
ing, without one certain relative to relieve them, 
or even ſo much as to pity and commiſerate, 
their forlorn and deplorable circumſtances. 
Theſe are not the only vices of this polite 
age. The vile practice of gaming being ſo 
prevailent, ſo deſtrudtive to the welfare of ſo- 
ciety, and the general good of mankind, calls 
ſo loudly for immediate redreſs, that men mult 
be enemies to their own intereſt, and guilty of 
the moſt palpable remiſſneſs, if they do not 
endeavour to hinder this growing evil, and in- 
tirely to obſtruct its progreſs. This pernicious 
diverſion reigns ſo epidemically, and ſpreads 
its baneful influences ſo powerfully, that men 
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frequently leave their ordinary buſineſs, to fol- 
low this horrid myſtery of iniquity, and ſpend 
that time, which ſhould be employed in ho- 
neſtly providing for themſelves, and thoſe be- 
longing to them, amongſt the moſt pernicious 
claſs of monſters, and peſtilential herd of ſharp- 
ers. In order to propagate this noxious cuſtom, 
and render it more conſpicuous, ee of pub- 
every where 

to be met with, for the exerciſe of this ſcan- 
dalous employment, and for carrying on theſe 
intriguing ſcenes of wickedneſs, by perſons of 
the moſt infamous characters, who watch every 
opportunity to allure the unthinking, and in- 
tice them into their helliſh aſſemblies. By 
means of which cunning devices, and the ima- 
ginary proſpect of gain, theſe miſerably delu- 
ded creatures, waſte their intervals of time, 
and all their valuable moments, in learning the 
fraudulent arts of injuſtice, and the baſe me- 
thods of over reaching each other. When 
men are thus ſordidly engaged, and under the 
power of thoſe crafty allurements, their minds 
are ſo intent upon their pleaſures, that inſtead 
of vigilantly exerciſing ſome lawful calling, 
and taking care of their never dying Spirits, 
the thoughts of induſtry, are moſt ſcornfully 
diſregarded, and all the ſacred acts of piety and 
devotion ſuperſeded, and entirely neglected. So 
that for the ſake of thoſe bewitching diverſi- 
ons, and others of the like inchanting nature, 
men are often ſo reduced in their fortunes, and 
driven to ſuch deplorable circumſtances, that 
they can ſee no poſſibility of relief, * 
wh 8 
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be by the charitable benevolencę of others, or 
by receiving the ſlender pittance of a Pariſh. 
© Thoſe that conſtantly attend the gaming ta- 
bles, or immoderately purſue any other diverſi- 
ons, have their defires too much inflamed, and 
their thoughts too intenſely bukied, to think of the 
lamentable diſtreſſes at home, and the miſeries 
that their families endure for want of the com- 
mon neceſſaries of life, by their not properly 
employing their time, and affiduouſly uſing 
ſuch met as divine providence hath ap- 
pointed, and which-would have ſupported them 
and their families decently and comtortably. 
And as if men were not wicked enough, 
nor their crimes ſufficiently aggravating, they 
ſeem refolved to ſupply that deficiency, by irre- 
verently treating God's tremendous name, and 
impudently defying the holy onevot [/-ael.: In 
whatever part of this city we go i or into at- 
ever ftreet weiturn, oaths are continually: grat- 
ang in our ears; and the air filling with. vollies 
Of bitter curſes, and men are much often heard 
to call for vengeance from lieaven, to ſink them 
and their fellow. creatures into the bottomleſs 
pit of miſery and deſtruction, than to cry out 
tom a deep ſenſe of this reigning vice, Lord 
'fave us from this and all our other vices, or we 
poriſh eternally. What ſtrange infatuation is 
this) for ſuch vile objects, ſuch poor feeble 
creatures, to fly in the face of their creator, 
and in their furious tranſports, to invoke the 
Deity for damnation on themſelves, and all 
that God has created in his own image, and 
Ohriſt has ranſomed with the price of his blood. 
x | B 4 Surely, 


1 
| 
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Surely, no ſtupidity can equal this, nor nothing 
more betray a defect in the-underſtanding, than 
for beings who pretend to the uſe of reaſon, 
and that they are capable of chooſing good 
from evil, to exerciſe their rational powers in 
depreciating their natures, and to live in the 
habitual practice of ſuch an evil, as produceth 
neither pleaſure nor advantage, but will, if not 
atoned for by fincere repentance, deprive them 
of their title to future bleſſedneſs, and the ne- 
ver fading glories of eternity. And notwith- 
ſtanding the horrible nature of this fin, and 
wearing is ſo prodigious in itſelf, that no ag- 
gravation can E it, nor any excuſe leſ- 
ſen it, yet this ſin is ſo cuſtomary in converſa- 
tion, and ſo familiar to ſome ſhameful wretches, 
that when every ſober perſon trembles to hear 
them, they without Ather fear or remorſe keep 
on their horrid imprecations; and venting their 
moſt ſhocking ſpeeches. And what is ſtill 
worſe, the hearts of ſuch offenders are ſq hard- 
ened, that no arguments will reſtrain. their im- 
petuous rage, or deter them from inſulting. of 
him, who Path all power in heaven and in earth, 
to provoke: ibe eyes of bis glory. I ſay one 
would ſcarcely believe, that unleſs men were 
deficient in their underſtanding, or imagined 
that the deity was a revengeful being, who de- 
lighted in deſtroying his creatures, they could 
not be guilty of ſuch horrible execrations, as 
thoſe of mutually curſing each other, or of 
praying to the Supreme Deity, to employ his 
ſovereign power in damning their ſouls and 
podies to all eternity, did we not 3 

Sar 
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hear choſe wretches, and were daily witneſſes 
of their monſtrous profanations. It was faid 
to them of old time, becauſe of ſwearing the 
land mourneth. If this was ſaid of the land 
of Canaan, how truly may this be ſaid of our 
land ? For from the noble to the peaſant, from 
the court to the cottage, ſwearing abounds to 
ſuch a degree, there is hardly the like in any 
nation under heaven, or where the divine om- 
nipreſence is leſs reverenced, or God's all- 
ſeeing eye ſo little regarded: but let the bluſ- 
trings of men be ever ſo great, God Almighty 
can eaſily ſilence their furies, and make them 
thoroughly ſenſible of their folly, who thus 
boldly challenge him to do his worſt, by call- 
ing thoſe blaſphemers to an account, and by 
ſeverely puniſhing them for the dreadful abuſe 
of ſpeech, and not employing their tongues to 
his glory. Beware then of exaſperating the divine 
Juſtice; or of taking God's ſacred name in vain, 
leſt he for our amazing inſolence, and making 
ſuch ungrateful returns for his mercies, ſhould 
ſtrike us dead in a moment, and confine us to 
thoſe regions of horror, where we ſhall dwell 
in everlaſting darkneſs, and fleep the eternal 


ſleep of death. Beſides, the terrible effects of 


' theſe vices, and the miſeries they have already 
_ occaſioned in the world, there are other vices 
alſo equally pernicious, and of as fatal conſe- 
quences. I mean the general neglect of reli- 
gious duties, but more eſpecially the duties of 
the ſabbath, which ſhould be the ſolemn bu- 
ſineſs, and chief part of that day's employ- 
ment. Men before the flood, obſerved this 


day 
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day in memory of the creation; and thoſd af. 
| ter it, in memory of that and whe dellxer- 
It ance from their Egyptian bondage zobut thru. 
* ſtians act from much higher motives and ini 
| finitely greater mercies, namelyyia deliverance 
from the wretched flavery of ſinʒꝭi mad an ad- 
vancement to an eternal reſt with :angels in 
the realms of perfect. freedom and in the. im- 
mortal glories of futurity· Notwithſtanding 
1 the ineſtimable value of thoſt mercies, and that 
It the ſabbath, was inſtituted, and deſigned forthe 
if fpiritual and temporal benefit of mankind, yet 
this ſacred: inſtitution is ſnamefully perverted, 
and thoſe merdies ſo egregioutly abdfed, that 


| even creatures fotmed wich the powers of red- 
if fon, and capable of diſcerning then moft/ inte- 
refting' concern, indiſoreetly gbandon-their own 


happineſs, live undet<the ruling:power-of fin, 
and wüllow like ſwine in the Huddy ſtruts 
of iniquity. By thus impiouſſ turning God's 
mercies into wantonneſs, profane delinquents 
are ſo captivated with brutal delights and tlie 
poor momentary enjoyments of ſence, that 
they become lovers of pleaſure more than 16 
vers of God, and the ſabbaih hic fhould tbe 
employed in divine adotutibn, and conſtarily 
attending the worſhip bf Gôd, is by many, 
ſpent in riotous living, anden the moſt horrid 
acts of profaneneſs. At length choſe libertites 
grow fo hardened, and by vonfuming®thpir 
time in vanity, contract ſuch an averſion 
to the celeſtial exerciſe of devotion; thatotlie 
Lord's-day is no longer eſteemed Holy, or de- 
dicated to the immediate henour of him; h 
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is an inexhauſtible ſource of goodneſs, and the 
fountain of all our comforts and enjoyments, 
but as a day ſet apart for rural excurſions and 
which often begins, and ends in contradicting 
all the rules of ſobriety, and common decency. 
For by the fumes of intoxicating liquors, and 
overcharging the ſtomach with ſuperfluous di- 
et, abandoned criminals are ſo emboldened in 
their iniquities, that they impudently deride the 
offices of religion, and ſcoff at the morning ſa- 
crifice of prayer, and the evening approaches to 
God's awful throne. Men thus given up to 
lewdneſs, and to work all uncleanneſs with gree- 
dineſs, pay little regard to God's injunctions, or 
to any of his alarming judgments, but ſo prefer 
the nauſeating pleaſures of fin, before the com- 
mands'of the moſt high God, that inſtead of 
devoutly diſcharging the duties of the ſabbath, 
they are generally guilty of the vileſt abomina- 
tions thereon, and commit greater immoralities 

on that day, than on any of the other fix. - 
For while the ſanctuary of God is almoſt 
deſerted, the little recepticles of drunkenneſs 
and debauchery are thronged, and places of 
public entertainment vaſtly crowded, in which 
are exhibited the moſt ſhocking ſcenes of intem- 
perance, and mens fpirits are ſo inflamed with 
drinking, that you can diſcern no difference 
betwixt them and the moſt hedious monſters, 
but by the appearance of the outward form, 
and publickly manifeſting their own ſhame. 
From hence it comes to paſs that every order 
of men, even thoſe that are exerciſed in ſer- 
vile employments, inſtead of repairing to the 
| houſe 
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houſe of God, and humbly offering up their 
petitions to heaven, for a bleſſing upon their 
honeſt endeavours, reſort openly during the 
time of divine ſervice, without any controul 
from the civil magiſtrate, or reprimand from 
the pariſh officers, to thoſe nurleries of irreli- 
gion and profaneneſs, and prodigally ſpend on 
the ſabbath what they had earned the week 
before, to the impoveriſhing themſelves, and 
greatly diſtreſſing their poor families. Theſe tents 
of wickedneſs are become faſhionable, and ſo 
much in requeſt among both ſexes, that in them 
they form the vileſt ſchemes, and are encou- 
raged to commit the greateſt villanies. For by 
an intimacy with ſuch lewd acquaintance, and 
complying with their horrid ſuggeſtions, the 

molt deſperate enterprizes are undertaken, and 
frequently accompliſhed ; ſervants are induced 
to rob their maſters, children prevailed on to 
defraud their parents, and to uſe ſuch methods 
for ſupporting their extravagancies, as muſt 
finally prove their utter ruin, and bring them 
to an untimely end. This has been « fate 


of many males, and likewiſe of many females, 
who by neglecting to attend religious wor- 


ſhip, and miſimploying their time on the ſab- 
— 4 hath been turned aſide from the paths 


of virtue, and by the warm ſolicitations of en- 


ſnaring debauchees, have fallen an eaſy prey to 
their luſtful deſires, and thereby fixed on them- 
ſelves ſuch marks of infamy, as nothing but 


time can wholly remove, and unfeigned re- 


pentance totally obliterate. Could we fee theſe 


unguarded creatures in their penſive hours, in 


their | 
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their retired ſolitary moments, dreadfully te- 
peating the penitential ſcene, we ſhould per- 
ceive the bittereſt agonies within, and that 
conſcience raiſes ſuch ferments in their fouls, 
as diſſipates all the powers of nature, and ren- 
ders their miſery intolerable, and almoſt im- 
poſſible to be perfectly deſcribed. For when 
meditating on the breach of the ſabbath, and 
on their ſhameful proſtitution and its reproach- 
ful conſequences, they, from an inward con- 
{ciouſneſs of guilt, and the oppreſſive weight 
thereof, are frequently fetching the deepeſt 
ſighs, and crying out in broken accents, that 
their fins and iniquities are too heavy and too 
grieving for them to bear. 

There are many other abominations, which 
the time will not permit us to conſider, but 
there is one act of profanenefs that cannot be 
paſſed by in ſilence, without reflecting upon the 
honour of God, and caſting the utmoſt contempt 
upon religion ; that is our deteſtable behaviour 
in the ſanctuary, and the indecent manner of 
performing that worſhip, which ſhould he per- 
formed with the profoundeſt ſolemnity. Becaufe 
the object of our religious worſhip, is that awful 
being, before whom, angels cover their heads, 
and cherubims vell their taces, and from whom 
all creatures derive their excellencies, from the 
ſun in the firmament of heaven, that bright orb 
of light, to the glittering glow-worm that 
ſhines in the graſs, If God be thus tranſcen- 
dently great in himſelf, and the glory of his 
divinity ſo dazzling, that immortal ſpirits ap- 

pear before him with the higheſt reverence, 
| turcly 
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ſurely we poor reptiles who grovel upon earth, 
and are vaſtly interior to angels in dignity, 
ſhould approach him with the profoundeſt ſub- 
miſſion, and worſhip him with, as much in- 
tenſeneſs of thought, as the frailty of our na- 
tures, and our preſent capacities will permit. 
But inſtead of ſeriouſly addreſſing God's maje- 
ſty, and ſpiritually worſhipping him in his ſanc- 
tuary, that we may be cat by the power 
of religion, be capable of maintaining its di- 
vine energy in our hearts, and an habitual ſenſe 
of God's goodneſs on our minds, the ſervice of 
that ſacred place is often ſo ſhamefully per- 
formed, and attended to with ſuch coldneſs and 
indifferency, that ſober heathens would deteſt 
ſuch a behaviour in their temples, and ſuch ir- 
F reverence to their falſe deities, as is paid to 
the true God in his houſe of prayer, and is 
| greatly regretted and complained of, by all ſe- 
rious chriſtians. And notwithſtanding religi- 
ous offices are ſo divinely holy, and deſigned 
to promote the nobleſt and ſublimeſt purpoſes, 
by qualifying us for the divine reception, 'yet 
thoſe offices are ſo reproachfully hurried over, 
and ſaid in ſuch a careleſs and indevout manner, 
as if nothing more was required of them, who 
miniſter in facred things, than to read thoſe of- 
fices as matter of mere form, and to repeat 
the number of prayers directed and preſcribed 
by the church. In order to remove thoſe griev- 
ances, and remedy thoſe complaints, let us 
labour to affect our hearts with the ſpirit of 
devotion, and to kindle in our ſouls the hea- 
venly flame, that whenever we enter into the 
ſanctuary 
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ſanctuary of God, we may with united voices 
earneſtly. join in, beſeeching the king of hea» 
ven, to accompany our ſupplications with his 
efficacious grace, that our ardent breathings 
reach the mercy-ſeat, and be accepted at 
God's tremendous throne. Should we neglect to 
cultiyate internal piety, and wholly place reli- 
gion in ritual obſervances, we ſhall be eſteem- 
ed as hypocrites by men, and without repent- 
ance, finally rejected by God, who will ſay 
to all ſuch worſhippers, as worſhip him only 
with their lips, when their hearts. are far from 
him, (a) bring no more. vain oblations, your 
new moons, and your ſabbaths, my ſoul hateth, 
they, are a trouble unto me, I am weary to 
bear them, and when you ſpread forth your 
hands, I will. hide mine eyes, yea, when you 
male many prayers, I will not bear. It is 
clear to every unprejudiced mind, that the vi- 
r ee de ces 


(a) Would men but allow themſelves time for reflecti- 
on, and impartially enquire into the abounding of iniquity, 
they need not wonder at the rapidity of vice, or that piet 
and virtue declines ſo much amongſt us, when tit is blaf. 

hemouſly affirmed in the pulpit, and audaciouſly pub- 
liſhed from the preſs, that men may be the children of 
God, and the peculiar favorites of heaven, whilſt they are 
doing and propagating the works of the devil. 

Whatever men may imagine, unleſs they renounce 
| theſe deteſtable erroneous notions, and embrace the truth 
as it is in Jeſus, they will forfeit the divine clemency, and 
flubject themſelves to his wrathful diſpleaſure. For the 
conditions required by God, are faith, repentance, love 
and obedience, without the exerciſe of theſe divine and mo- 
ral duties, no human abſolution can do us any good, with 

the exerciſe of theſe duties, no human excommunication 

can do us any harm, 
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ces which I have curſorily run over, ate f 
ſuch an infectious nature, that as they tend to 
corrupt individuals to enervate the bands of 
human ſociety, and to diſſolve the ſinews of 
government; ſo they likewiſe alienate our 
minds from God, make us perpetual drudges 
to our luſts, and render us unworthy of the 
divine regard and attention. Although we 
may perceive the abſolute neceflity of repent- 
ance, and the impoſſibility of appeaſing God's 
wrath without it, yet there is ſuch a perverſe- 
neſs in our natures, and ſuch a ſtubborneſs in 
our wills, that inſtead of uſing the bleſſed 
means of reconciliation, and endeavouring to 
redeem our miſpent time, that the deity may 
be rendered propitious to us, there is great rea- 
fon to believe, that there is not a more general 
contempt of God, nor more daring wickedneſs 
to be found, except it be in the unfathomable 
gulph, but here deſcription fails, and enquiry 
ceaſes. | 
It were endleſs to deſcribe the ſeveral ways 
in which men have corrupted themſelves, they 
have found out ſo many inventions ; but as 
the ſins which have been already conſidered, 
are the ſources of all our licentious exceſſes, 
and do produce the mot terrible effects, I ſhall 
wave all further conſideration on particulars, 
and employ the remaining part of this diſ- 
courſe, in exhorting men to renounce their 
impieties, and blaſphemies, and all other a- 
bominations and horrid provocations, that the 
deſign of this day's ſolemnity, may be duly 
| anſwered, 
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anſwered, and this religious faſt rightly im- 
proved. Therefore let us humbly proſtrate our- 
{elves before the Lord, and in the deepeſt ſtrains 
of internal humiliation, bewail our own crying 
ſins, and the crying fins of the nation, and 
turm unto the Lord with all our hearts, with faſt- 
ing, and with weeping, and with mourning ; for 
the Lord 1s gracious and merciful, flow to anger, 
and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the 
evil. Let the prieſis the miniſters of the Lord, 
weep beiween the porch and the alter, and let 
them ſay, ſpare thy people O Lord, and give not 
thine heritage to reproach ; but deliver us O 
Lord from our offences, and ſpare us fer the 


greatneſs of thy mercies. This method di- 


vine goodneſs hath appointed, and would we 
be reſtored to the divine favour, we muſt not 
delay this work of repentance, but immedi- 
ately begin to curb our head-ſtrong paſſions, 
and to purity our ſinful hearts, by daily acts 
of inwaid mortification, and godly contrition, 
by the conſtant exerciſe of fervent prayer, and 
the devout practice of heavenly meditation, 
For it is time to ſeek the Lord, till he come and 
rain righteouſneſs among us. By ſeeking the 
Lord, is meant, ſeeking his favour, which 
is the ground of all our comfort and ſecurity, 
or his gracious aid, and ſpiritual aſſiſtance, with- 
out which, all our labours are vain, and all 
we do is ineffectual. Would we have our 
defigns attended with ſucceſs, we muſt not de- 
pend upon an arm of fleſh, nor wholly truſt 
to the greateſt human ſagacity, but ſubmiſſive- 
ly apply ourſelves to God tor help, and dili- 
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gently diſcharge thoſe duties that God has in- 


joined, as the means to procure the divine con- 


currence, to prevent the calamities we fo high- 
ly deſerve, and to fave an incorrigible people 


from deſtruction. Weak as we indigent crea- 


tures are in ourſelves, and perplext as our af- 
fairs may ſeem to be, let the ſchemes of the 
crafty be ever ſo intricate, if we will (a) yield 
obedience to him, who directs the operations of 
the natural world, over rules the various mo- 
tions of the moral world, and carries all his 
purpoſes into execution, through all the differ- 
ent powers of oppoſitioh, and intervening dif- 
ficulties that encounter it, he will not only aſ- 
fit us with his divine counſel, and furniſh us 
with ſuch ſupplies of divine ſtrength, as will 
enable us to repel the powers of darkneſs, and 
| entirely 

| I. 
(a) How gentle God's commands ! 

How kind his precepts are! 


Come caſt your burdens on the Lord, 
And truſt his conſtant care. 


2. 
While Providence ſupports, 
Let ſaints ſecurely dwell ; 
That hand which bears all nature up, 
Shall guide his children well. 


2. 
Why ſhould this anxious load 
Preſs down your weary mind ? 
Haſte to your heav'nly Faber: throne, 
And ſweet refreſhment find. 


| 4. 

His goodneſs ſtands approv'd 
Down to the preſent day; 
I'll drop my burden at his feet, 

And bear my ſong away, 
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entirely to defeat their moſt ſubtle deſigns; but 
this our God who brings order out of confuji- 
on, and by his flrength ſetteth faſi the moun- 
 Fatns, will alſo eſtabliſh us, upon ſuch a foun- 
dation, as neither the machinations of men 
can undermine, nor the moſt malicious efforts 
of devils overthrow. For when we were un- 
der ſuch ſinking diſappointments, and an hor- 
rible dread had fo ſeized our minds, that we 
knew not which way to turn, or how to raiſe 
up our drooping heads, the Almighty hath 
moſt ſeaſonably and ſurprizingly mitigated our 
forrows, and by his own irreſiſtible arm 
brought deliverence, which ſerves to demon- 
ſtrate how vain and fruitleſs are the attempts 
and deſigns of wicked men, when they act 
contrary to the purpoſes and decrees of God. 

Would we enjoy the blefſings that reſult from 
obedience, and beſupported by the mighty pow- 
er of heaven, let us of whatever rank or quality, 
denomination or profeſſion, no longer ſtand 
fooliſhly contending, but inſtantly lay aſide all 
our prejudices, and moſt egregioully frivolous ex- 
cuſes, and vigorouſly unite our beſt endeavours to 
hinder the progreſs of immorality and profane- 
neſs, and to promote the exerciſe of piety and 
virtue, that we in the hands of providence, may 
be the happy inſtruments of forwarding a per- 
ſonal, and a national reformation. | 

That this laudable work may not be ob- 
ſtructed, nor the amendment of individuals by 
any means neglected, I beſeech you by the ten- 
der mercies of God, and in the bowels of a 
compaſſionate Jeſus, to beware of indulging 

| C 2 _ unprofitable 
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unprofitable diſputations, or eſpouſing ſuch no- 
tions, as in their conſequences, tend to ſubvert 
the falutary principles of piety, and the vital 

art of real genuine religion, or we inſtead of 
levies a foundation for peace, may by our 
ſenſeleſs wranglings, inadvertently ſow the ſeeds 
of ſtrife and contention, and become ſo vio- 


lent about matters of mere ſpeculation, that 


we ſhall be wholly indifferent about things of 
the utmoſt concern, and of the greateſt im- 
portance. | 
Men who are warmly engaged in diſputes, 
and have their minds inflamed by repeated con- 
tradictions, often grow ſo zealous for their ſin- 
gular opinions, that any one would really ima- 
gine, all their hopes of eternity depended upon 
them, and that all ſpiritual bleſſings were ob- 
tained by them, whilſt that devotion and cha- 
rity, that honeſty and integrity, which were 
once the chiefeſt care, and the brighteſt orna- 
ment of the chriſtian church, are now, God 
knows, almoſt diſregarded, or held but-in little 
eſteem amongſt us. Since (c) angry diſputations 
ave 
(c) The words of one of great probity and piety, may 
be juſtly applied to the pretended explainers of myſteries, 
and the warm dealers in controverſies, i. e. ſuch things as 


are hid in the ſecret counſels of heaven, and wrapped up 
in clouds of impenetrable darkneſs. 


We crowd about a little ſpark, 
Learnedly ſtriving in the dark; 
Never ſo bold as when moſt blind, 
Run faſteſt when the truth's behind. 


Nothing does ſo vehemently alienate mens affections, as 
variety of judgment in matters of religion. On this 2 
„ : je 


29 
have ſuch an evil tendency, and are ſuch deadly 
obſtructions to real holineſs, and to the univerſal 
peace and happineſs of free agents, we ſhould 


carefull 
ject they cannot diſagree, but preſently they fall foul of 
each other, and when once religion divides mens minds, 
no other intereſt will unite them, and where zeal diſſolves 
the bands of friendſhip, and breaks aſunder the endearing 
ties of nature, mens minds are generally ſo irritated by op- 
poſition, that they become utterly averſe to mutual for- 
bearance, and inſtead of acting like reaſonable beings, they 
act more like furious beaſts of prey, and purſue each other 
to deſtruction, What deſolations have publick controver- 


ſies occaſioned ? How many princes have been dethroned 


and murdered, by their own ſubjects? What numbers of 
innocent men, women, and children, have been baniſhed ? 
How profuſely has their blood been ſpilt! How ſcandalouſſy 
hath the vileſt offences, and even the moſt palpable perju- 


ries, by a ſtrange kind of metamorphoſis, and by the intereſt * 


of the churches power, been ſo!emnly conſecrated into 
chriſtian graces, and the moſt heroical virtues? Witneſs 
thoſe violent conteſts about election and abſolute rebrobati- 
on, and many other doctrines that I might inſtance. 

The ſharp contention about which, have introduced 
many calamities into the world, and made terrible flaugh- 
ter among mankind. -But none are more expert at em- 
broiling of kingdoms, or at butchering the human ſpecies, 
than the defenders of tranſubſtantiation, a doctrine ſo e- 
vidently abſurd in itfelf, and full of ſuch numerous con- 
tradictions, that no one that ever rightly employed his 
reaſon, or could properly uſe his rational faculties, would 
have conſented to ſuch monſtrous abſurdities, had they not 
been fortified with fire and faggot, and ſuch methods taken 
to ſend heretics out of the world, as are uſed to force hypo- 
crites into the church. For we are told of a change with- 
out an alteration, of a creation without the interpoſition 
of a creator, that what we ſee and feel, what we taſte and 
ſmell to be bread, is real fleſh and blood, and that it is at 
the ſame time, both in heaven and in earth, that it is eaten 
as a morſe], and adored as a deity, that we ſwallow what 
we worſhip, that the accidents continue intirely the ſame, 
and yet are wholly changed. 
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carefully avoid the entering into them, or we by 
our unchriſtian debates, and impertinent cavils, 
may ſhare the fate of our forefathers, and periſh 
in the like dreadful cataſtrophe. By thus giving 
way to fruitleſs enquiries, and by augmenting the 
number of our diviſions, we open a breach for 
our revengeful adverſaries, and are expoſed to 
the tyrannical decifions of that church, whoſe 
blood-thirſty emiſſaries, are daily meditating our 
ruin, and inventing engines of cruelty, to affect 
and compleat our deſtruction. Moreover, by 
the ſophiſtical management of our debates, 
and the fallacious arguments generally uſed to 
fupport them, we temp? the enemies of the 
Lerd to blaſpheme, and not without ſome co- 
lour of reaſon to believe, that all our pretenſions 
to religion are only deceit and viſionary, and 
wholly deſigned to impoſe upon the credulous, 
and not to propagate the unchangeable laws of 
morality, or the genuine truths of the goſpel, 
Had men the intereſt of religion at heart, or 
did men believe the principles of it themſelves, 
inſtead of hindering 1ts progreſs by a blind in- 
temperate 


It is indeed a melancholy conſideration, and a moſt 
dreadful thing to think of, that many chriſtians ſhould ſo 
hotly engage in idle diſputations, when they are ſo preju- 
dicial to the peace of mankind, and have proved ſo fatal 
to the church of God, that even in ſome parts of the 
world, where thoſe diſputes have prevailed, and mens 
minds were inflamed by paſſion, they have almoſt extirpa- 
ted our holy profeſſion, and brought it into the utmoſt 
contempt. For it was the quarrels between the eaſtern 
and weſtern churches, and their perpetual wranglings a- 
mong themſelves, which contributed greatly ta weaken 
their intereſt, to the removal of chriſtianity out of thoſe em- 
pircs, and to the planting of Mahometiſm in its ſtead. 


1311 
temperate zeal, or by contending about ſuch 
things as are leaſt underſtood, if not altogether 
impoſſible to be known, they would endeavour 
to check all ſuch acrimonious diſpoſitions, and 
arduouſly labour to promote the practice of 
religion, by employing their preſent valuable 
opportunities, and the few remaining moments 
of their exiſtence, in plucking up the rancorous 


' weeds of ſin, and waſhing their polluted fouls 


from its defilements, in the efficacious tears of 
unfeigned repentance, and the purifying vir- 
tues of deep humiliation. Almighty God has 
been wonderfully good to us, and ſtill conti- 
nues his loving kindneſs towards us, in bleſſing 
the arms of our gracious ſovereign, and in 
giving us ſucceſs over his, and our implacable 
enemies. Would we enjoy the continuance of 
thoſe bleſſings, and have them tranſmitted to 
the lateſt poſterity, we muſt not indolently 
begin this work of reformation, but each of 
us by an upright behaviour, by the amiable 
exerciſe of juſtice and mercy, mult vigilantly 
labour to adorn our holy profeſſion, and the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, leſt 
we for the horrible abuſe of thoſe mercies, ſhould 
provoke the Lord to come forrh in anger, and 
to ſmite us as be did the Philiſtines, with the 
 fword of the deſiroying angel. For if the ſa- 
cred principles of religion are deſpiſed, and 
their divine influence burleſqued and obſtruct- 
ed, God whoſe providence extends to each 
individual, and to the whole ſyſtem of beings, 
can inſtantly change the moſt proſperous ſcene 


of things, and notwithſtanding the happinets 


of 
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. [ 32 ] 
of our preſent ſituation, diſtreſs us as much as 
any other kingdom, and by his powerful in- 
terpoſition make us to know, that it is God 
that ruleth in Jacob, and over all the kingdoms 
of the world, Whilſt we are drawing ſchemes 
in the duſt, or imagining ourſelves moſt ſe- 
cure, and without any apprehenſions of dan- 
ger, ſome fatal calamity may ſuddenly alarm 
us, and involve us in the utmoſt extremity. 
The brighteſt glories of this world paſs away, 
and all its pompous ſcenes may inſtantly diſ- 
appear, and leave not a tract behind them. 

Crowns and ſceptres muſt crumble into duſt, 
ö and be interred among the ſcattered particles 
15) of mortality. The mightieſt monarch cannot 
3 prevent the viciſſitudes of life, any more than 
the pooreſt cottager; but all muſt yield to the 
innumerable changes thereof, and he that is 
clothed in purple to-day, may be wrapped in 
a ſhroud to-morrow. 

To conclude, let us not defer this internal 
ſorrow for fin, but inſtantly renew our vows of 
better obedience, and devoutly prepare for our 
final diſſolution, that we may be ready againſt 
that awful event, and that moſt intereſting 
concern, leſt when death ſtealeth upon us, like 
a thief in the night, we be found ſleeping a 
mong the ſervants of iniquity, and ſhould in 
the midſt of our ſecurity, be awakened by the 
painful wounds of conſcience, and by the ter- 
Ft rors of this univerſal tyrant. For when we 
are wounded by his piercing dart, and ſtand 
trembling upon the borders of eternity, we 


ſhall then know the real worth and excellency 
of 


—_— 


— £4 


. 
— . os. Eo = 
ks 


r 


- P O — — — — 1 4 2 
—  - - 8 — . 
— — ˙ ⅛wà“. W ]³ꝛÜ w A A a 
- FCS 


nn " # "Ss 
— — — , . 


, WE 2*_.. Cline obo ace} 


_ 
8 
r * 


— at. 


12 * 


- —_— 
— * * - - 11 
— — — * IR 4 
— — — P — E NK 
— ” * 2 WE. 7 * F p x - " = * 
rr 2 . 0 . 8 3 * 
N . 2 W — 


2 
—e wa - 


8 ab. 


33 
of time, and ſo value a few days and hours, that 
to recover the enjoyment of them, we would 
willingly part with our richeſt treaſures, provi- 
ded we could procure the remiſſion of our ſins, 
and a well- grounded aſſurance of God's par- 
don and love, before our relation to this life 
ceaſes, and we are ſeen no more for ever. 

Whatfoever then our hands findeth io do, let 
ws ao it with all our might, for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom 
in the grave, whither we are all haſtening (d). 
Therefore let us not ſhamefully ſtand unre- 


ſolved, nor hearken to the fallacious ſug- 


geſtions of vitiated appetites, but let us regu- 
late our vile affections, by the efficacious pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, and the purifying maxims 
of religion; for time itſelf flies ſwiftly away, 
and the king of terrors rides in triumph, his 
dominion reaches from ſea to fea, and his 
power alarms every part of the globe. Since 

D human 


(d) To die, is the great debt and tribute we owe to na- 
ture, tombs of marble, and menuments of braſs, which 
ſhould perpetuate our memories, pay it themſelves ; and the 
ſtatelieſt pyramid of them all, which wealth and ſcience 
have erected, has loſt its figure, and ſtands cut off ing the 
travellers horizon. Kingdoms and provinces, towns and 
Cities, have their periods; and when thoſe principles and 


powers which at firſt cemented and put them together, 


have performed their ſeveral revolutions, they fall back, 
and return to their primitive duſt. Where is Trey and 
Mycenæ, Thebes and Delos, Perſepolis and Agrigentum, 
What is become of Nineveh and Babylon, of Cizicum and 
Mitylene, the faireſt towns that the ſun ever ſhined upon, 
are now no more; their names only are left, and thoſe are 
gradually falling themſelves to decay, and in length of 
time will be forgotten, and involved with every thing in 
perpetual night; the world itſelf is perithable, and muſt — 
muſt come to an end. 
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human life is ſo very uncertain, that there is 
%o dependency upon any ſublunary poſſeſſions, 
nor any poſſibility of avoiding the fatal blow, 
but the inevitable hour will come, God wy 
knows how ſoon, it behoves us heartily. to 

- grieve for our tranſgreſſions, and folicitouſly 
endeavour by an holy circumſpection, and by 
final perſeyerence in well-doing, earneſtly to 
ſue for the almighty protection of him, zoboſe 
right hand 1s become glorious in power, and who 15 
at all times a jafe refuge for bis people. For unleſs 
by contrition, we are reconciled unto him, 
and by obedience ſtrengthen our alliance with 
him, we can promiſe ourſelves no ſecurity 
from God, nor have any rational ground to 
Hope that God, who has wonderfully changed 
the gloomy face of things, and hitherto diſ- 
concerted the malicious ſchemes of our ene- 
mies, will always continue to be our defender, 
and diſplay his divine power and preſence in 
our favour, and in fruſtrating the attempts of 

our fallacious and invidious foes. 

Would we avert the afflicting hand of the de- 
Arqyer, and be an acceptable people to the Lord, 
we muſt ſtudiouſly reſolve in this our day to pur- 
fue the things that make for our peace, before they 
ve hid from our eyes, and our feet flumble upon the. 

dark mountains, c we by being wnfrui ful in 
doris of r ighteouſreſs, and not arming ourſelves 
with the [2ield of holineſs, may render the Deity 
implacable towards us, ourſelves incapable of 
repentance, and periſh in the foul embraces of 
our iniquities. Fur now the axe is laid to the 
root te the tree, there efore every tree that bri rngeth 


E 


. 
not forth good jrnit, is hewn down, and caſt ini 
the fire. 

May theſe conſiderations ſoſten our hard ob- 
durate hearts, and warm our fouls with the 
facred fire of devotion, that being duly qualified 
to approach God's awful preſence, we may ar- 
dently imolpre the Father of Merci ne, and the God 
of the ſpirits of all fleſh, lo incline the hearts of 
princes to peace, and to haſten that blefied 
time, when men ſhall beat their fewords into plough 
ſhares, and their ſpeurs into pruning books, that 
being diſengaged from the horrid work of 
butchering each other, both princes and ſub- 
jects may inceſſantly ſupplicate him, who is 
the liberal author of every good and perfect gift, 1 
gie us new hearts and contrite Spirits, to enable u 

vizilantly to proceed in promoting the 1 85 
of God, and univerſally join in for: warding the 
ſalvation of men. 

When we are thus penitentially employed, 
and imitating the laudable example oj the be- 
nevolent Jelas, in ſubduing the bitter ſpirits 
of revengeful men, and in cherithing and um- 
proving the for giving diſpoſitions of humility, 
we ſhall eſcape tha Kine threate :nings, become 
proper objects of the divine care, and have 
ſuch an intereſt in our high pris, and all- 
powerful iterceſſor at God's vibe band, as wil! 
cauſe the Lord to interpoſe for our ſafety, to 
deliver and preſerve us from the wrath of out 
enemies, and to rain the bleſſing of righteout- 
neſs and peace among us. The aſſiduous diſ- 
charge of theſe advantage ous duties, and acting 
ſuitably to the uncorrupte d reaſon of mankind, 

and 
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and to the mercies which providence daily en- 
riches us with, and does 10 bountifully beſtow 
upon us, will add a beautiful luſtre to our 
moral character, will make our pious endea- 
vours renowned and applauded throughout the 
world, and our Jeruſalem the praiſe and admi- 
ration of the whole earth. Then ſhall our light 
break forth as the morning, and our righteouſ- 
neſs as the noon day. God ſhall come and 
not keep filence, he ſhall ſave us from the 


hands of our enemies, and put them to open 
ſhame that hate us. 


Note, My deſign in taking notice of our un- 
reaſonable diviſions, and the feuds and ani. 
moſities that are occalioned by them, was to 
beget in us an abhorrence of them, and that 
we might avoid all ſuch pernicious diſputes, 
which have done ſo much miſchief in the 
world, and ſet men at variance againſt one 
another, For as the judicious Mr, Hooker 
* obſerves, the time will come, when a few 
* words ſpoken with meekneſs, humility and 
<* love, thall be more acceptable than volumes 
* of controverſies,” which commonly deftroy 
charity, the very eſſence of real genuine piety, 
and the very beſt part of true religion. 
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